THE PRINTED BOOKS
sheets) of the celebrated Helmingham collection of Elizabethan
ballads; the other half was later unsuccessfully bid for by the Museum
at one of the Britwell Sales and is now in the Henry E. Huntington
Library in California. As each ballad -was entered separately in the
Huth Catalogue, this collection could only be counted as a single
volume by giving up the claim to two books of high money value
of which the Museum possessed other issues, the Hamlet of 1604,
identical apart from the date with that of 1605, and the "anopistho-
graphic" Jrs Morlendi blockbook. Foreign books selected among
the fifty were of equally high quality. There were, for example, two
originals of translations by Caxton (Eneydos and Flerabras}^ two
fifteenth-century editions of the Danse Macabre (Paris, 1492, and
Lyons, 1499) with remarkable woodcuts, and the first edition of
Cervantes' Galatea^ 1585, which completed the Museum's set of
that author's original texts.
To signalize their gratitude for this noble bequest'the Trustees
published a large illustrated quarto catalogue of it.18 The printed
books were shelved together, and to them were added such books as
the Museum's funds, thus relieved of the onus of buying such prizes
as these, secured at the Huth sales, and any acquired later.
Catalogue of the Fifty Manuscripts and Printed Books bequeathed to the
British Museum ly Alfred Henry Huth. (Edited by A. W. Pollard.)
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12. THE ASHLEY LIBRARY
Thomas James Wise (1859-1937), a manufacturer of scents, was
possessed from boyhood with a passion for the English poets. He
began with Shelley and Browning. As Wise developed so did the
scope as well as the value of his collections. Shakespeare quartos,
unprocurable except by a really wealthy man, which he never was,
he left alone, and except for a handful of sixteenth-century plays and
poems, many from Swinburne's library, he went no farther back than
Shakespeare's immediate followers. But for all periods from the end
of the first quarter of the seventeenth century he secured original
editions of all the major and many minor English poets, their prose
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